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History has always held a special place in my heart. As a child, I built structures in the woods 
and pretended to be a pioneer battling the elements to survive. The subject of history was an 
easy ‘A’ in school, and I am one of those people who reads every placard in museums. 

Yet I firmly believe history isn’t static or meant to remain locked away in museums or books. 
History isn’t merely a record of past events—it’s a powerful tool that shapes our present and 
future.  

In this annual report, you’ll discover the stories of individuals and organizations transforming 
our community by building upon or revitalizing our past with support from Choose Henry 
Flex Fund grants.
 

•	 Many will journey down memory lane as they read about the restoration of the Memorial 
Park shelter house (pg. 8-9) and the revitalization of the Lewisville Skating Rink (pg. 4-5).  

•	 You’ll learn about wetlands whose ecosystem once supported Native American tribes, now 
being restored to provide flood control, water filtration, and natural habitats for Henry 
County (pg. 6-7).  

•	 You’ll also meet an organization that utilized a grant to bring Black history to life through 
a mobile museum, providing artifacts and educational talks for the community (pg. 10-
11). 

These projects aren’t just preserving history—they’re actively shaping our present and creating 
a new history, which is being written right before our eyes.  

The impactful grants that made this work possible exist because decades of forward-thinking 
supporters contributed to the Choose Henry Flex Fund. Today, your donations are truly 
history in the making.  Each contribution funds transformational change in our community. 
Whether you choose to donate to a current fund, establish a new fund, or you’re inspired to 
create your legacy through estate planning for a cause you care most about, you’re writing an 
important chapter in Henry County’s ongoing history.

As we celebrate historic people and places, we also express our sincere gratitude for your 
unwavering commitment to building a better future. Thank you for your investment in Henry 
County. We are grateful to be partnering with you. 

Standing at the intersections of past, present, and future,
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Your Mark in History:
The Choose Henry Flex Fund Match

It started with a challenge—one that came with a big opportunity. Lilly Endowment Inc. 
offered a 2-for-1 match for gifts to the Choose Henry Flex Fund. For every dollar given, two 
more would be added. And you didn’t hesitate.

That’s not just a milestone. That’s a legacy.

The Choose Henry Flex Fund gives us the flexibility to respond when 
needs arise and opportunities knock. When you “Choose Henry,” you 
join thousands of others who want to help address local needs and 
enhance our community. 

This is the kind of work that makes an impact today and shapes a brighter future. 
That builds a county our kids will be proud to grow up in. And it only happened
because you said yes.

The impact of this match will echo for generations, and it’s only possible 
because of your generosity. So, thank you. Thank you for believing in your community. 
Thank you for making this moment possible.

Because of you, Henry County isn’t just moving forward; we’re making a mark in history 
together.

In honor of this incredible achievement, we want to share  stories of organizations recently 
impacted by Choose Henry grant cycles. Please take some time to read about great things 
happening in this community, thanks to donors like you. 
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YOU GAVE generously, some for the first time, others continuing a tradition of giving.
YOU GAVE because you believe in Henry County. 
YOU GAVE because you’ve seen Choose Henry making a difference in our community.
AND TOGETHER, with the match, you helped grow this vital fund by $1.125 million.
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Gliding Through Generations:

The Revival of Lewisville’s 
Skating Rink
For decades, the Lewisville Skating Rink was more 
than just a place to skate—it was a cornerstone of 
the community. Opened in the early 1950s, when 
skating was a national craze, the rink was built 
through the efforts of the Lion’s Club and the town 
coming together. Generations of families laced up 
their skates, shared laughter, and created lifelong 
memories on its well-worn surface. But as 
time passed, the rink began to deteri-
orate. In an effort to keep it safe for 
everyone, the Lewisville Park Com-
mittee stepped in—with a little help 
from the Henry County Community 
Foundation and  many others.

Nancy McCullers, a longtime Lew-
isville resident, remembers carrying 
her heavy skates as a first grader and 
skating three nights a week—Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday—often with her 
sisters. "Friday night was the big night," she recalls. 
"Everybody just came together and skated. Anyone 
that skated down there has really fond memories 
of it. It's a special thing we have in Lewisville. We 
wanted to bring it back.”

Determined to restore this historic gathering place, 
the Lewisville Park Committee applied for a grant 
to repair and improve the rink. Thanks to the gener-
osity of donors who believe in keeping community 
traditions alive, the grant provided much needed 
funds for resurfacing and structural updates. During 
the ribbon-cutting celebration, several of the old 
skaters returned, reminiscing about their time at 
the rink and celebrating its revival.

 "The Foundation has always supported the 
community very generously," Nancy explains. 
"We decided to apply for a grant because we’ve 
seen their impact on playgrounds, bleachers, and 
concession stands. It’s great that the Foundation 
chooses to support parks because smaller towns 
don’t have a lot of money to keep up with 
expensive park equipment.”  

The revitalization of the skating rink 
is more than just a renovation—it’s a trib-

ute to the past and a gift to the future. The 
rink now hosts events every other Friday with music, 
concessions, and activities for families. Plans for 
the future include more frequent open skate nights, 
free skate rentals, additional skates in larger sizes, 
and further building updates.

Fundraising efforts, including community break-
fasts, eclipse-themed events, support from local 
businesses and organizations, and a matching grant 
from the Indiana Housing Community Authority 
also played a crucial role in bringing the rink back to 
life. Many former skaters who grew up  in Lewisville 
contributed, eager to give back to a place that gave 
them so many fond memories.

The Henry County Community Foundation is 
honored to play a part in reviving the places 
that make our community special. Thanks to the 
dedication of the Lewisville Park Committee and 
the generosity of our donors, this cherished land-
mark will continue to bring people together for 
years to come.



Community Action 
Brings a Rare Wetland 
Back to Life
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IMAGINE A VIBRANT tapestry woven by 
nature: emerald marshes swaying gently in the breeze, 
a symphony of bird calls filling the air. Beneath the 
water’s surface, a hidden world teems with life. This 
was once the reality for a quarter of Indiana’s landscape 
– wetlands, vital for the health of our ecosystems.

Sadly, over 85% of Indiana’s wetlands have vanished 
since the 1800s. These precious ecosystems provide 
invaluable services: flood control, water filtration, 
and vital habitats for countless species. Protecting the 
remaining wetlands is crucial for biodiversity, clean 
water, and mitigating the effects of climate change.

For nearly two decades, Red-Tail Land Conservancy 
hoped to acquire a rare wetland north of Summit Lake 
in Henry County. In 2023, that hope became a reality. 

To secure the funding needed to purchase the land 
at an auction, Red-Tail turned to the community 
for support, including generous Henry County 
Community Foundation donors. With a grant cycle in 
2024, a Choose Henry Flex Fund grant played a pivotal 
role, providing crucial momentum for Red-Tail.

“Receiving this grant was truly thrilling,” shared Julie 
Borgmann, Director of Red-Tail. “It lent significant 
credibility to our project, encouraging the involvement 
of other individuals and organizations.”

The impact of this wetland restoration extends far 
beyond its boundaries. Recent surveys have revealed 
the presence of rare plant species previously unknown 
in the region, highlighting the ecological significance 
of this precious habitat.

And this is just the beginning. Plans are underway 
to restore adjacent farmland into a vibrant sedge 
prairie, teeming with wildflowers, grasses, and a 
chorus of birds and butterflies. This transformation 
will create a thriving, interconnected landscape 
for generations to come.

“This wasn’t just about buying land,” explained 
Julie. “It was about creating a lasting legacy. This 
land is so important to migrating wildlife. It can 
create a contiguous thread of protected land for 
wildlife in our area.” 

Grateful for all the funding received, Julie appreciated 
seeing the amazing collaboration with the community
coming together to help Red-Tail realize its dreams 
of restoring this land. 

 “We couldn’t have achieved this without the 
generosity of Foundation donors,” said Borgman. 
“The support wasn’t just financial; it was a statement 
that our community values its natural heritage.”

This project is a powerful reminder of what’s possible 
when local donors and organizations work together. 
Through the Choose Henry Flex Fund, donors like 
you make it possible to protect, restore, and sustain 
the natural beauty of Henry County.

Restoring Hope

Emily Grant, Stewardship Coordinator 2024, pointing at wild senna with Natalie Grant, Stewardship Coordinator 2024
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Simon and Madi Pierce

Jerry and Ladona Cash



The year was 1973, a time of bell bottoms 
and big hair, when love blossomed between 
Jerry and Ladona Cash. To celebrate, they 
chose a venue steeped in history: the Memorial 
Park Shelter House. Built in 1921, this 
charming structure has witnessed countless 
joyful occasions – from lively sock hops and 
elegant dances to countless family reunions 
and, of course, other wedding receptions.

Over a century of cherished memories had 
left their mark, and the shelter house, though 
brimming with history, was showing its age. 
Recognizing its significance to the community, 
a dedicated committee, spearheaded by Jim 
Ward, Jerry Cash, and Ed Tarentino, embarked 
on a mission to restore this beloved landmark.

With the support of the Henry County 
Friends of Memorial Park and funding from 
the Food and Beverage tax, the committee 
meticulously planned the restoration, 
prioritizing both historical accuracy and 
modern safety standards, “Our goal has been 
to keep the shelter as original as possible 
while updating the structure with new safety 
measures in mind. The lighting fixtures, 
doors, and windows were all replaced to look 
like they did originally,” shared committee 
member, Jerry Cash.

However, the Food and Beverage tax alone 
wasn’t enough to cover the entire restoration. 
To bring the exterior back to its original 
splendor, the committee sought assistance 
from the Henry County Community 
Foundation’s Choose Henry Flex Fund.

Jerry explained, “The outside had been 
painted a terra cotta color that wasn’t in line 
with the history of the building. Now, with this 
grant, the entire downstairs is an appropriate 
color. The grant from the Foundation enabled 
us to update the entire look of the building.”

The restoration of the Memorial Park Shelter 
House is already creating new memories for 
the next generation. Just as Jerry and Ladona 
Cash celebrated their love there in 1973, Simon 
and Madi Pierce chose the same historic venue 
for their wedding reception decades later. 
“We both grew up close to the park and 
have made many memories there,” shared 
Madi. “The shelter house was the perfect 
location for our fall wedding, with the turning 
leaves creating a beautiful backdrop and the 
cabin-like charm making it feel warm and 
inviting. It was the perfect place to celebrate 
with our favorite people.”

This restoration is a testament to the impact of 
Henry County Community Foundation donors. 
Your support preserves historic treasures like 
the Memorial Park Shelter House, ensuring 
future generations have a place to gather 
and create lasting memories.

Thanks to you, the shelter house remains 
more than just a building—it’s a symbol of 
community and continuity. Every gift helps 
restore, sustain, and uplift Henry County, 
building a legacy of connection and care.

Reforming the Heart of Memorial Park
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Remembering History

Remembering
Henry County’s
Black History
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Members of the Lightkeepers enjoying the exhibit. 
L-R: Rebecca King, Zach Jessee, Mary Nicholson Tait, Dr. Khalid El-Hakim, 
Museum Curator and Museum Staff Member, Keegan Thomas, Melanie 
Wright, Trish Crowe
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HENRY COUNTY HAS A RICH BLACK HISTORY
 that predates the Civil War. Among the earliest 
settlers was William Trail, a formerly enslaved man 
who escaped from South Carolina and settled in 
Henry County in 1812. He purchased land near 
present-day Shirley, Indiana, establishing Trail’s 
Grove—the county’s only documented Black 
settlement. The community thrived, with a school 

and a strong civic presence. The contributions 
of Black residents like William Trail were an 
important part of the establishment of 
Henry County.

That legacy of resilience and progress continues 
today. Just as early Black pioneers fought to 
create opportunities for future generations, 
modern organizations like The Lightkeepers of 

Henry County are working to build understanding 
and inclusivity within the community.

The mission of the Lightkeepers of Henry County 
is to provide essential services, foster education 
and creativity, and create growth opportunities, 
especially for underserved families and marginalized 
individuals. From hosting cultural events to 
organizing resource hubs, we aim to illuminate the 
path toward a stronger, more connected community 
where everyone can thrive. They are committed to 
shining a light on hope, inclusivity, and progress in 
Henry County through collaborative efforts 
and impactful initiatives.

Today, this dedicated organization is making a 
real difference, empowering residents through 
cultural events, resource hubs, and impactful 
initiatives like bringing the Black History 101 
Mobile Museum to New Castle. 

Director of the Lightkeepers, Mary Nicholson, shared, 
“We asked around and were told that nothing like 
this has been done here before, and we want to do 
groundbreaking things whenever possible.”

However, as a young organization, Lightkeepers 
lacked the funding for major events like this. This 
is where the generosity of donors to the Henry 
County Community Foundation made all the 
difference. Through the Choose Henry Flex Fund, 
the organization received a grant that turned their 
vision into reality. Mary expressed, “Without the 
grant, we would not have been able to bring the 
Black History Museum here. We were thrilled to 
bring this opportunity to Henry County because 

there aren’t a lot like it.”

The event featured the Black History 101 Mobile 
Museum. This museum offers different artifacts 
and themes unique to the locations they visit. 
Curated by Dr. Khalid El-Hakim, the museum also 
offers a presentation and a question-and-answer 
session with Dr. El-Hakim. “It was wonderful to 
see the community engage and learn from him,” 
reflected Mary. This unique experience provided a 
deeper understanding and connection within the 
community, made possible by the support of the 
Foundation’s donors.

Opportunities like this, fueled by the generosity of 
donors to the Henry County Community Foundation, 
foster a greater sense of community. As Mary aptly 
stated, “It’s our history. It’s all history. It’s American 
history.”

Thanks to donors, the Foundation 
continues to empower local organizations 
like Lightkeepers, making transformative 
initiatives possible and helping Henry 
County shine brighter.



Look to the future. 
Give a gift that 
lasts forever...
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Legacy Giving
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The Power of Planned Giving
The Power of Planned Giving: 
How You Can Make Your Mark in History 
through becoming a Legacy Donor.

A planned gift is one of the most powerful ways 
you can give back to your community. By including 
the Henry County Community Foundation in your 
estate plan, you are ensuring that your values and 
commitment to Henry County will continue to 
make an impact long after you’re gone. 

What Is Planned Giving?

Planned giving refers to the practice of making 
charitable contributions through your estate plan. 
This can take many forms, from leaving a bequest 
in your will to creating a charitable trust or naming 
a nonprofit like the Henry County Community 
Foundation as a beneficiary of your retirement 
account. The key is that these gifts are planned and 
structured in advance, offering both the donor and 
the recipient the chance to maximize their impact.

How the Henry County 
Community Foundation Can Help

At the Foundation, we are committed to helping 
individuals and families create lasting legacies. 
We offer free estate planning resources on our 
planned giving webpage, where you can explore a 
range of options for supporting the causes you care 
about through the Foundation. Our team is here to 
provide the information you need to share with your 
financial advisor, ensuring that your legacy is secure, 
your family is supported, and your community 
thrives.

Why Estate Planning Matters

One of the primary benefits of estate planning is 
the peace of mind it brings. By taking the time to 
create a plan, you ensure that your assets will be 
distributed according to your wishes, sparing your 
family from the potential stress of difficult decisions 
down the line. But the advantages don’t stop there. 
Estate planning can also:

•	 Protect Your Loved Ones: By clearly outlining 
who will inherit your assets and how they will be 
managed, estate planning helps safeguard your 
family’s financial future.

•	 Minimize Taxes: Proper estate planning                            
can help reduce estate taxes, meaning more 
of your assets can go to your beneficiaries and 
the causes you care about, rather than the 
government.

•	 Support Your Community: Through planned 
gifts, you have the power to give back to the 
community and causes that have made a 
difference in your life. These contributions           
can continue to support vital programs and 
services long after you’re gone.

Make a Difference Beyond Your Lifetime

Estate planning isn’t just about organizing your 
assets for the future—it’s about ensuring that your 
values and passions live on. For many, planned 
giving provides an opportunity to not only protect 
their family’s financial security but also to leave 
a lasting impact on the causes they care about. 
Together, we can build a brighter future for 
generations to come and make your mark in 
the history of our community.

I AM INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE LEGACY SOCIETY BUT MAY 
NOT BE READY TO COMMIT. HOW DO I RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION?
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Email Jennifer Fox - jennifer@henrycountycf.org
Call the HCCF office at 765.529.2235
Visit and sign up for a Planned Giving e-newsletter at www.hccfgift.org



Seventeen years into Mrs. Kelly 
Harvey’s teaching journey, she 
brings experience, passion, and a 
deep well of care to her third-grade 
students at Wilbur Wright Elemen-
tary School. Her dedication inspired 
the nomination for her to receive 
the 2024 Teacher Excellence Award 
from the Henry County Community 
Foundation.

This award recognizes educators 
who consistently go above and 
beyond, demonstrating exceptional 
commitment to their students and 
making a lasting impact on their 
lives. It highlights those special 
teachers who create a positive and 
enriching learning environment, 
inspiring students to reach their 
full potential.

This honor reaffirms the impact Mrs. 
Harvey has on her students. As one 
parent who nominated Mrs. Harvey 
shared, “She finds creative ways to 
engage with the students and reach 
them where they are, giving them 
space to grow. Not only that, but she 
is also noticing them. She sees their 
growth and their strengths, and she 
takes the time to make sure they see 
it all too. For these students, having 
their teacher speak truth and posi-
tivity into their lives, is vital and it’s 
life-giving.”

For Mrs. Harvey, being a teacher is a 
dual role: she is both a guide on their 
educational journey and an enthusi-
astic audience member, witnessing 
their discoveries and celebrating 
their growth.

“I have the most interesting col-
leagues,” Mrs. Harvey shared, refer-
ring to her eight- and nine-year-old 
students. Her classroom is a hub 
of dreams. Her students envision 
themselves as future astronauts, 
paleontologists, artists, professional 
baseball players, and even ortho-
dontists. One budding entrepreneur 
has even promised Mrs. Harvey the 
first slice of pie and a cup of tea from 
their future cat café.

At the heart of Mrs. Harvey’s teach-
ing philosophy lies the understand-
ing that education transcends 
academics. It’s about building a 
genuine connection, offering unwav-
ering encouragement, and inspiring 
young learners to boldly pursue 
their dreams.

Grateful for the recognition of this 
award, Mrs. Harvey expressed, “This 
award showed me that our com-
munity values its educators and the 
work that we do. It also showed me 
that my relationships with students 

are important. Parents want to know 
that their children are cared for and 
their voices are valued when they 
are away from home.”

Mrs. Harvey’s influence extends 
beyond the walls of her classroom. 
By cultivating curiosity, kindness, 
and a passion for learning, she is 
shaping the future, one student at a 
time. The Henry County Community 
Foundation is honored to celebrate 
her remarkable dedication and the 
incredible work of all educators who 
make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren every day.
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THE TEACHER EXCELLENCE 
AWARD is given out every year 
in the spring. Nominations are 
open from mid-February to mid-
March. The ideal candidate for 
this award is inspiring, creative, 
committed, enduring, and 
encouraging. Any current full-
time teacher in a Henry County 
public school can be nominated 
for the award. Parents, students, 
peers, community citizens, or 
anyone who has had a direct 
experience with the teacher can 
make the nomination.

Kelly Harvey, with her husband Joel, and 
her parents, Dave & Carrie Copenhaver.

Hilary Bennett (HCCF Program Director) and Jennifer Fox 
(HCCF President) present Kelly Harvey with the award.

Mrs. Kelly Harvey
2024 Teacher Excellence Award 



OLENE VEACH has a heart of compassion and 
action for Henry County. She embodies the spirit 
of philanthropy through her contributions as a 
youth mentor, philanthropist, volunteer, teacher, 
and social worker. Her dedication to the community 
and the Henry County Community Foundation 
earned recognition through the Judy Melton Award, 
a tribute to individuals who profoundly impact 
their community through their “time, talent, 
and treasure.”

The Judy Melton Award, named after a former 
president and board member of the Henry County 
Community Foundation, honors those who, like 
Judy, tirelessly contribute to the Foundation’s mis-
sion. Judy, renowned for her decades of service and 
communications, set a high standard of dedication.

Jennifer Fox, President of the Henry County 
Community Foundation, describes Olene as a force 
of humble support and unwavering commitment. 
Their paths first crossed when Jennifer, then a 
young advocate on a child abuse prevention
 committee, encountered Olene’s intense drive 
to empower others to live their best lives.

Olene’s impact extends far beyond 
her professional roles. She has fostered 
15 children and served as a Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) volunteer. When 
the local Ivy Tech campus 
faced a funding gap, Olene 
spearheaded a communi-
ty fundraising effort to 
secure $1 million for its 
expansion.

Recognizing the pivotal role education plays in 
breaking cycles of disadvantage, Olene took on roles 
to help individuals earn their GEDs, even volunteer-
ing in jails to support inmates’ educational journeys. 
Her commitment goes beyond time and effort; Olene 
also financially supports students through scholar-
ships and funds initiatives against substance abuse.

Most recently, Olene established a pass-through fund 
to support an innovative and life-saving technology, 
the Red Initiative, exemplifying her ongoing dedica-
tion to addressing pressing community needs.

The Judy Melton Award celebrates Olene’s excep-
tional service, underscoring the Foundation’s grat-
itude for her contributions. Through her relentless 
advocacy and generosity, Olene not only enriches 
lives today but also shapes a brighter future for 
Henry County.

Olence Veach: 

A Force for Good

Judy Melton Award

Jennifer Fox presented
the Judy Melton Award 
to Olene Veach at the 
annual meeting in June. 
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THE 11TH ANNUAL WOMEN’S CIRCLE OF FRIENDS Grantmaking 
Gala was a wonderful evening filled with generosity, community, and impactful 
giving. Women from across Henry County gathered at The Crossing on 38 to 
support local nonprofits and invest in the betterment of our community.

The funding for this event comes directly from the generosity of its attendees. 
Each woman who participated donated a minimum of $50 with 90% going 
directly to the evening’s grantmaking and the rest contributing to the Women’s 
Circle of Friends endowment fund. The grant funds were then distributed 
among three nonprofit organizations: Hagar’s Hope, Kennard Krusaders, and 
the New Castle-Henry County Renaissance Festival. After hearing presentations 
from each organization, attendees voted to determine the funding distribution.

Hagar’s Hope was selected as 
the top grant recipient. This 
incredible organization pro-
vides transitional housing for 
women in need, offering them 
a safe and stable environment 
as they work toward indepen-
dence. Representatives from 
Hagar’s Hope shared power-
ful stories about the impact 
of their work and how this 
grant will help them continue 
serving local women facing hardship.

As the top recipient, Hagar’s Hope received 70% of the pass-through funds 
collected, while the second-place organization received 20% and the third-place 
organization received 10%.

More than 100 women attended the gala, enjoying a warm and inviting 
atmosphere as they connected with one another and participated in meaningful 
grantmaking. This year, we were proud to raise a total of $6,800 to support 
organizations making a difference in Henry County.

WOMEN’S CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
FIELD OF INTEREST FUND

The Women’s Circle of Friends 
was founded to provide financial 
resources to local nonprofit 
organizations working to improve 
the lives of women and girls in 
Henry County. The principal of the 
Women’s Circle of Friends endow-
ment is invested, with a portion of 
the earnings paid out to support 
important initiatives.

We are so grateful for the women 
who continue to make this event a 
success year after year. Your dedi-
cation and generosity ensure that 
vital programs continue to thrive in 
our community. 

Thank you for making a difference!

2025 
WOMEN’S CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

GRANTMAKING GALA

We hope you’ll join us for this 
year’s event on Tuesday, 

September 9th with a cocktail 
hour beginning at 5:00 and the 

program and dinner at 6:00.

Women’s Circle of Friends
Grantmaking Gala



Front Row, L-R: Stella Leakey, Kaitlynn Holderman and Kennadi Knepley; 
Back Row, L-R: Landen Mathes, Tyler Flynn, and Wyatt Brewster.                                

Photo by Burns Photography.

The Teens About Serving the County (TASC) Youth Grants Committee is made up of five student 
representatives from each of the five school corporations in Henry County. Each school has one 
representative per grade from the 8th through 12th grades.

WYATT BREWSTER was named the 2024 Henry County Community 
Foundation Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship recipient. 
Each Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship provides for 
full tuition, required fees, and a special allocation of up to $900 
per year for required books and required equipment for four 
years. The finalists for the Henry County Community Foundation 
2024 Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program were 
Landen Mathes, Shenandoah High School; Kennadi Knepley, Tri 
High School; Stella Leakey, Knightstown High School; Kaitlynn 
Holderman, Union High School; and Tyler Flynn, Blue River Valley 
High School. The five finalists will each receive a one time $1,000 
scholarship from the Henry County Community Foundation for 
representing their school. 

Blue River  
Valley 
High School:
Eli Sayre
Kennedy Baker
Gabriel Bilby
Kenna Sheets
Jayden Abbott

                 

New Castle 
High School:
Rylee Thompson
Sylvie Terrell
Anyah Amman
Lyla Shue
Annie Glover

Tri Jr./Sr.
High School:
Kennadi Knepley 
Dalton Key
Jillian Chew
Mason Cole
Maren Stevens

TASC

Read more about Wyatt and the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship on our website.

Ashley Zody
Historian

Eli Sayre
Treasurer

Becca Waggoner
Secretary

Kennadi Knepley
Vice President

Rylee Thompson
President

Cycle One
Kennard Krusaders - Mrs. Claus Experience
Shenandoah FFA - Operation Christmas
Shenandoah Elementary - Sensory Items for SPED Students

Cycle Two
Purdue Extension Henry County 4H
      - Chick It-Out Stem/AG Project
Shenandoah High School - Audio/Visual Club
Hope Initiative - 2024 Back to School Festival

Cycle Three
Believe and Achieve Mentoring
      - Star Students Recognition Project
Shenandoah FFA - Legacy Prom
New Castle Family and Internal Medicine - Reading Program

Cycle Four
Kennard Krusaders - Back to School Bash
New Castle Memorial Wesleyan Castle Kids Daycare 
    - Games & Equipment
New Castle Community Schools
    - Stop the Bleed and CPR Expansion
New Castle Parks & Recreation
    - Lifeguard Certification Classes & Supplies

ANNUAL REPORT 2024  | 17

Knightstown 
High School:
Becca Waggoner
Vance Toth
Kinzie King
Brooklyn Barker
Elizabeth Wilkinson

Shenandoah 
High School:
Ashley Zody
Landon Barr
Jarrett Helman
Josie Copass
Kayden Foshee

Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship



Being a donor to the Henry County Community Foundation 
means you’re a champion for our community. You believe in 
building a stronger, brighter future for everyone here.

Every donation, big or small, creates lasting change. Your gift 
is an investment in the legacy of Henry County, and it keeps 
on giving, even beyond your lifetime.

We’re incredibly grateful for you. Since 1985, generous 
individuals like yourself have built a powerful force for 
good in our community.

You are making your
mark on the history
of Henry County!

To Our Donors:

Visit https://www.henrycountycf.org/ 
to see a list of our amazing donors and learn 
more about the funds that are continuously 
improving our community.

Thank you for making a difference!

SCAN FOR WEBSITE
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You are making your
mark on the history
of Henry County!

Monthly Giving
Did you know that a small, monthly 
donation can have the same impact 
as a large, one-time donation?

Monthly giving has become a very useful and 
important way for donors like you to support the 
causes you care about.

Monthly 
Donor List
Kevin & Cindy Brown
Mike & Patty Broyles
Jeremy & Jennifer Fox
Stephanie Garrett
Hinsey-Brown Funeral 
     Service, Inc.
Pamela Howe
Dr. John D. Lee
Kathryn Lorton
Magna Machine & Tool, Inc.
Duane & Beverly Matthews
Dr. Wylie & Ann McGlothlin
Nathan & Melissa Millikan
Ginger Jessop Rains
W. Kirk Saint
Pamela Shortridge-Bond
Todd Thalls
Donnie & Melissa True
Christopher & Lindsey Wilkey
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Choose Henry Flex Fund

Catherine J. Adams Fund
Ameriana Insurance Agency, Inc. 
    Named Fund
Jack and Kathy Anderson Named Fund
Richard and Mary Lea Apple 
    Named Fund
Dr. Richard and Sally Armstrong
    Named Fund
Sheriff Butch and Rebecca Baker 
    Family Fund
William G. and Jane A. Baker Named Fund
Carrie and Matt Barrett Named Fund
Basler Family Named Fund
The Alan Beattey Named Fund
Alan and Jacki Beattey Fund
Albert and Jean Becker Fund
Dale and Joan Biddinger Memorial Fund
W.C. Bond Trust
Philip and Wilma Borders Named Fund
Scott and Doris Bouslog Family Fund
Marilyn Bowman Fund
Duane and Ruth Brammer Named Fund 
Lewis and Alma Brenneman 
    Memorial Fund
Darin and Pam Brown Named Fund
E. Dwain and Anna Ruth Brown 
    Named Fund
Everett, Dorothy, Lance, Christy, 
    Ashley and Josh Brown Named Fund
Kevin and Cindy Brown Named Fund 
Mike and Patty Broyles Fund
Herb Bunch Honorarium Named Fund
Herb and Judy Bunch Family Fund
Harry A. Burke Sr Fund
David B. and Celia H. Burns Named Fund
David C. Burns and Sheba F. Burns 
    Named Fund
C. Severin and Mary Lee Buschmann 
    Named Fund
Delinda J. Caldwell-in memory of 
    James William Caldwell
Loretta Carlton Named Fund
Fred and Catherine Carpenter Named Fund
Lawrence Nicholson Carter and 
    Jane Pfenninger Carter Named Fund
Jerry and Ladona Cash Named Fund
Earl, Sr. and June Cassady and Sons 
    Don, Earl, and Dr. Tim Cassady Fund
Cinergy Foundation, Inc. Fund
Cleveland Family Fund
Karen and Everett Cole Named Fund
Copenhaver Family Fund 
Clifford Joe and Violet Crane Fund
Ruth and Charles Creech Family Fund
Crossroads Cares Named Fund
Glenn and Roberta Cunningham 
    Honorarium Named Fund
Harold and Lillian Dailey Memorial Fund

Danny Danielson Honorarium 
    Named Fund
Patricia Peterson Danielson 
    Honorarium Named Fund
Nate and Allie Dann Named Fund 
Dr. Andrew and Kristin Davisson 
    Family Named Fund
Peter and Pamela DePrez Named Fund
Dr. David & Lydia Dickey Named Fund
Dunreith Community Named Fund
Dr. Cloyd and Mary Lou Dye Fund
The Ebenezer Fund
Sylvia J. Edwards Named Fund
Cathy Edwards Fund
H. Ray and Susan Morris Edwards Fund
Morris and Shirley Edwards Fund
Elizabeth A. Edwards, Mari Anna Shepherd,  
    And Niccole De Campos Named Fund
Eichhorn Family Memorial Fund
Josh, Jan, and Natalie Estelle Named Fund
Phil Estelle Memorial Named Fund
Todd and Tami Eversole Named Fund 
Jeremy and Jennifer Fox Named Fund 
Kevin and Michelle Frazier Family Fund
Ben and Pat French Family Named Fund
Frost Framing Named Fund
Ruth M. Garner Fund
Galyen Family Named Fund
The GEO Group, Inc. Named Fund
Don and Betty Geozeff Named Fund
David F. and Betty O’Neal Giboney 
    Memorial Fund
Robert and Erika Gilman Family Fund
Glen Oaks Health Campus Named Fund
Chris and Rebecca Gonya Family Fund
David and Marsha Gratner Named Fund
Ward and Dora Hale Memorial Fund
Dennis and Cathy Hamilton Named Fund
Hamm Family Fund-Duke and 
    Cathy Hamm, Thomas Hamm
Roger H. Hammer and Mary W. Hammer
    Named Fund
Aliene Harding Fund-in memory 
    of A.O. and Lilly Harding
Charlene Harvey-in memory of 
    Ralph Harvey
Robert C. and Barbara M. Haugh – in 
    memory of Forest H. and Ruby N. Meek
Mary Phyllis Hayes—in memory of 
    Clarence and Edna Burgess Scott
HCCF Grants Committee Named Fund
The HCCF Board of Directors Named Fund
Henrico, Inc.-Bennett House Fund
Jean Bond Hough Trust
Robert S. Hunter, Jr. and Eleanor Hunter 
    Memorial Fund
Inspire Curiosity Named Fund
Dr. George Iterman Trust
Clarence Jackson Trust
Robert H. Jones Named Fund
Robert Jones Honorary Named Fund
Doug and Jennifer Kinser Named Fund
Margaret Hair Lane and Martin Sims 
    Lane Memorial Fund

Lewis and Marjorie Larrison Fund
Gerald W. & Susan K. Leonard 
    and Family Fund
Fred and Nancy Lewis Named Fund 
Lilly Endowment, Inc.
Gerald and Pat Malott Family Named Fund
Howard Marshall Memorial Fund
Dr. Thomas Mastin Memorial Fund
Beverly and Duane Matthews Family Fund
Maxwell-Chrysler-Metaldyne Named Fund
Collin McAtee Named Fund
Wylie and Ann McGlothlin Named Fund
John and Judy Melton Fund
Thomas B. Millikan Trust Fund
Modernfold, Inc. Fund
Albert “Bud” and Marilyn Montgomery 
    Honorary Fund
Pattie Ellis Moore Fund
Dick and Bonnie Myers Fund
Mike and Susan Neal Named Fund
New Castle Class of 1924 Fund
New Castle High School Class of 1952 Fund
New Castle High School Class of 1953 Fund
New Castle Class of 1963 Named Fund
New Castle Class of 1968 Named Fund
New Castle Class of 1971 Named Fund
New Castle Class of 1974 Named Fund
New Castle Chrysler High School 
    Class of 1982 Named Fund
Linda L. Newman Named Fund
Lois Wiggins Newman Fund
Mary and Clarence (Nick) Nichols 
    Named Fund
Rev. James E. Nipp and Mary Nipp 
    Named Fund
Pavy and Walker Family Fund
Felice Payne Trust
Dale and Margaret Peckinpaugh 
    Named Fund
Amanda Peed Trust
The Pfenninger Fund-J.J. (Jake), Paul F. 
    and Steve Pfenninger
John and Jane Pidgeon Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Pidgeon Fund
Lorraine N. Pierce Fund
Paul W. and Marian H. Prior Named Fund
Pritchett Backhoe Service Fund
Thomas and Valorie K. Ratcliff Named Fund
Jeff and Judy Ray Named Fund 
James and Joyce Ray Named Fund
J. Douglas and Myrna Reeves Fund
Vaughn Reid Jr. Named Fund
Chuck and Vickie Rhodes Named Fund
Dick and Carolyn Riley Named Fund
Dr. Robert and Charlotte Rogers 
    Memorial Fund
Dr. David Roth Named Fund
The Kirk Saint Named Fund
Patsy (Patti Jo) Sanders Named Fund
Jerry Schaeffer Honorarium Named Fund
Franklin John Schwegman and Judith A. 
    Heavin-Schwegman Named Fund
Claudia Bland Scott Memorial Fund
Clarence and Edna Burgess Scott Fund

Choose Henry 
Named Funds
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Named Funds 
Continued

Honorariums

Ernest G. and Bonnie B. Scotten 
    Named Fund
Michael and Annetta Selvy 
    Named Fund
Shortridge Family Named Fund
Kyle and Christin Siewert and 
    Family Named Fund
Robert A Simmons Jr. Memorial Fund
Rob & Heidi Simmons Family Fund
Rex and June Slick Named Fund
O’Ceola, Wanda Lee Sloan, and 
    Sons Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Smiley Fund
Stigall Family Named Fund
Kevin and Angela Tague Fund

TASC Named Fund
Mark Taylor Family Named Fund
Todd Thalls Family Named Fund
J. Newton Turner Trust
The Up Daisy Fund 
Walker Family Named Fund
Fred and Charlotte Walker Fund
Dan and Debi Ware Family 
    Named Fund
Steven and Denise Weidert 
    Named Fund
Westwood Country Club Fund
Edna Wheeler Named Fund
Mildred Wiggins Bacon and 
    George Wiggins Fund

Joyce Wilhelm Fund
Christopher, Lindsey and 
    Daniel Wilkey Family Fund
Larry and Phyllis Williams 
    Named Fund
Charles and Emma Willis 
    Named Fund
Ralph and Ruth Ann Willis 
    Named Fund 
John Woolums Memorial 
    Named Fund 
Jerry Wright Trust
James M. Wrin Memorial 
    Named Fund

Kayla Acuna
Teri Aitchison
Heather Aker
Sam and Sharan Alford
Kory and Haley Alford
Steve and Tanya Alford
Amanda Angle
Carla and Max Angle
Gina Ballard
Ryan Ballard
Ava Bell
Brody Bell
Chad Bell 
Devon Bell
Aaron and Andi Benson
Dillon Bergum
Ellen Bergum
Mike and Sherri Bergum
Leslie Boatright
Patricia Bogue
Brandon Bowling
Michael and Jill Brough
Andy Brown
Chris Brown
Kevin and Cindy Brown
David Brown
Emily Brown
Mike and Patty Broyles
Elgan Carter

CeCe Chefalo
Leo Chefalo
Juli Coffman
Daniel and Kelley Cox 
    and Family
Mary Davis
Kelly Day
Carol Dillon
Natalie Estelle
Scott Frost
Courtney Gilliam
Peggie Gould
Leanna Gross
Lenville Gross
Beverly Guffey
Brad Hacker
Hailey Woods
Duke Hamm
Drake Hankenhoff
Jon Hankenhoff
Lainey Hankenhoff
Porter Hankenhoff
Jack Hannum
Donna Hastings
Chrissy Henderson
Ellie Henderson
Geneva Henderson
John Henderson
Ethan Hethcox

Phil Hinsey
Mike Huff
Wanda Jones-Conatser
Kevin Keith
Mervin Kilmer
Allen King
Ronda Lotich
George Maloyed Jr.
Mike Maze
Jenny McClure
Susie McClure
Kelly McClure
McClure Family Christmas
Jon McCutcheon
Valerie McNelis
Gerald Meyers
Danielle Mosley
Gabby Mosley
Jake Myers
Jim Myers
Todd and Colleen Myers
David Nantz
Susan Falck-Neal
Rev. James and Mary Nipp
Jennifer Poor
Poynter Brothers
Duane and Peg Queener
Joyce Rhoades
Dale Riggs

Joe Riggs
Mitch Roland
Sandy Scott
Jacob Simms
Lee Stacey
Ralph Thompson
Connie and Gary Thornhill
Olene Veach
Walter P. Chrysler High School 
Class of 1964
Debi Ware
David Wheeler
Hank Broyles White
Harlow Jo White
Harper White
Hudson White 
Jacob White
Kelsey White
Mica and Nick White
Jennifer Wilfong
Rick Williams
Shane Williams
Katie Woods
Megan and Steven Woods
Nate Woods
Penny York
Tony Young

Many have found a fitting way to remember a 
special someone is through a gift to the Foundation.



22  |  HENRY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Gary Anderson
Danny Baugh
Wesley Beasley
Joseph Russell Bimber
William “Bill” R. Bledsoe
Joseph Bogue
Sara Venezia Bonham
Marilyn J. Bowman
Bobby Earl Bowman
Ruth Brammer
Larry W. Brayton
Herb Bunch
Bruce Kent Cable
George E. Caldwell
Delinda Caldwell
Jane Caldwell
Jeff Carman
Bill Chapman
Denna Conyers
Harold Wayne Cook
Roy “Tom” Cooper
Archie Cox
Stacey Crane
Kelly Cronk
Virginia Louise Crowe
Robert Crowe
David R. Crowe
Patricia K. Davis Dalton
John Dellinger
Franka Helen Dick
Steve Dicken
Dorothy Mary Dickerson
Mike Dietz
Barbara Dynes

Maxine E Edwards
Virginia M. Ellis
Melissa D. Erwin
Kate and Carly Estelle
David Evans
Terry Lee Ewing
Alice Jean “Jeanie” Fairchild
Belva Jean Fleming
Henry Foster
Patricia French
Willie Garrett
Jean Garrison
Kim G. Gibson
Rita J. Greenwood
Ruth Grider
Jaxson Denver Grubbs
Robert Edward Hamilton
Gary L. “Rusty” Harter
Harold Hembree
Marcia Henning
Irma Hofmockel
Jeri Horn
Janice “Jan” Hurst
Bradley S. Hutson
Malcolm Irvin
Gene Ivey
Claudia J. Jackson
Betsy John Jennings
Edith Johnson
Lester Jones
Dann Braddock Jones
Nancy Jane Garrett Kellam
Lyle Koger
Jeneka Lynn Lancaster

Jeff Lowhorn
Jerry Maddy
Gary A. Marcum
Ada Pfenninger Marcum
Karen Marcum
Royce Mathews
Cheryl Radford May
Grandma Katie McClure
Arthur McCorkle
Becky Miers
Randall S. Miller
Ruth Ann Millikan
Ronald Dean Moore
Rosemary Muncy
James and Betty Myers
Nathan Neal
Susan Patout
Joan Paul
Thomas Payne
Ronald Peters
Robert Petry
Richard Pickett
Dean Pitchford
Carolyn Pitts
Tim Preble
Paul & Marian Prior
Richard Ratcliff
Thomas and Valerie Ratcliff
Joyce Ray
Kristen Brooke Razor
Rebecca “Becki” Reed
Lewis Regner
Vaughn Reid Jr.
Henry Ripberger

David Risley
Angela Rodgers
Rebecca Ryan
JoAnn Schlehuser
Rex Slick
Bill Smith
O.B. Smith 
Lois Smith
Kaley Stephens
Stephen N. Stevens
Angela Stonewall
Carolyn Terry
James Russell Thalls
Karen Lynn Thompson
Dianna Trainor
Linda True
Dr. Anthony and Linda Triarsi
Frank Trissler
Linda Troxell
Barbara L. Ward
Vickey Sue Weaver
Vincent Paul Weed
Hilary Weimer
Joe White
Donna Jean Whitehead
Dwight E. Willard
Cora Sue Williams
Rex G. Wright

Buddy the Cat
Claire Beloved Pet
Ernie, Beloved Pet
Jerry Reed Britt, Pet
Max, Beloved Dog 
Rudy, Beloved Dog
Vinca Taylor, Beloved Dog

Memorials

Pet Memorials
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HCCF 
Mission Statment

The Henry County Community Foundation, Inc. is a public trust 
which secures funds for sustainable philanthropic purposes.

Our Mission is:
...to help where the needs are the greatest and the benefits to the  
   community and its citizens are most substantial, and 

...to provide public spirited donors a vehicle for using their gifts in   
   the best possible way now and in the future as conditions inevitably 
   change, and

...to provide excellent stewardship of those gifts which it receives.
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Types of Funds
Scan QR Code 

To Learn More & 
See the Full List 
of Funds at the 

Foundation.

•	Choose Henry Flex Fund
•	Field of Interest Fund
•	Designated Fund

•	Donor Advised Fund
•	Scholarship Fund 
•	Agency

Set up a fund to support the causes you care about. HENRYCOUNTYCF.ORG/GIVING
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Financial Report
Statement of Assets, Liabilities, and Fund Balances 

Accrual Basis - For the Years Ending 
December 31, 2024 and 2023, Unaudited

Assets
Cash

Pledges & Accounts 
     Receivable, Net

Prepaid Expenses

Investments

Property & Equipment

     Land

     Building

     Furniture & Equipment 

     Works of Art

Less Accumulated Depreciation

Net Property & Equipment

Liabilities
Accounts Payable 
     & Accrued Expenses

Grants Payable

Capital Lease Payable

Charitable Gift Annuity

Agency Funds

Net Assets

Liabilities & 
Net Assets

$  12,158

2,000

-

324,956

1,036,786

1,375,900

56,917,231

$ 58,293,131

2024
$  1,438,686

59,533

40,293

56,112,843

152,514

751,019

124,368

7,500

1,035,401

393,625

641,776

$  58,293,131

$  28,624

11,326

-

413,097

994,435

1,447,482

52,264,902

$ 53,712,384

2023
$  1,425,136

46,855

43,278

51,544,416

152,514

751,020

104,775

7,500

1,015,809

363,110

652,699

$  53,712,384
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2024 Standing Committees

Finance/Investment
Bud Shore (Chair)
Bill Aitchison
Darin Brown
Mike Broyles
Josh Estelle
Marsha Gratner
John Pidgeon
Frank Schwegman
Steve Weidert

General Scholarship
Patty Broyles
Cris Clevenger
Pam Davidson
Barb Haase
Susie Leonard
Amber Marcum
Beverly Matthews
Mike McKown
Susan Falck-Neal
Cindy Perdue
Vickie Rhodes
Sherry Trainor
Debi Ware

Youth Grants
Rex Peckinpaugh (Chair)
Susan Falck-Neal

Women’s Grants
Christi Brock
Patty Broyles
Cara Huffman
Vickie Rhodes

Ex-Officio (all)
Jennifer Fox (President 
    & Executive Director)
Carrie Barrett 
    (Chairman)

Governance Committee
Kit Crane
Jeff Galyen
Jon Madison

Grants
Debi Ware (Chair)
Dr. Richard Armstrong
Marsha Petty
Susan Denison
Don & Betty Geozeff
Rebecca Gonya
David & Marsha Gratner
Justin Helman
Sharon Herbert
Scott Lightfoot
Lisa Pfenninger
Heidi Simmons
Todd Thalls
Penny York
Darin Brown
Forrest Plank
Nancy Lewis
Juanita Sheward

Development
Carrie Barrett (Chair)
Kevin Brown
Mike Broyles
Brianna Chapman
Josh Estelle
Jeff Galyen
Emily Hurst
Marsha Gratner
Duke Hamm
Mike McKown
Kyle Siewert
Maribeth Taylor
Mark Taylor
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Myths of the Community 
Foundation: Setting the 
Record Straight
For several years, Henry County Community Foundation has been a place where every day 
people come together to make a difference. But along the way, some myths have taken root—
misunderstandings that might keep folks from joining in this incredible story of generosity 
and impact. Let’s take a moment to clear those up.

Myth #1: “I have to be ultra-rich to give 
to the Foundation.”
Not even close. In fact, 73% of gifts made 
to the Foundation in 2024 were $100 or 
less. That’s proof that everyone can be a 
philanthropist. Your $10, $25, or $50 gift to 
the Choose Henry Flex Fund joins with others 
to support local nonprofits through grants. 
Or, you can give to an existing fund that 
supports a cause close to your heart. Every 
dollar tells a story.

Part of Our Shared History in the Making

When you give through HCCF, you’re helping write the next chapter 
of Henry County’s story—one that’s still unfolding, full of hope, and 
rich with history in the making.

Myth #3: “The Foundation just sits on 
the money.”
Actually, we invest it—wisely and with 
purpose—so it grows and gives back forever. 
The funds you give today will support the 
community for generations to come. Unlike 
a one-time donation, a fund at HCCF keeps 
working long after you’re gone. That’s a 
meaningful way to make a mark in history. 

Myth #2: “I can’t start a fund unless I’m 
super wealthy.”
Think again. Building a fund is more doable 
than you might think. With just $83 a month, 
you can create a Designated Fund, a Field 
of Interest Fund, or a Named Fund over five 
years. Skip the birthday gifts and holiday 
stuff—invite friends and family to help 
you build something meaningful instead. 
Depending on the fund type, you can get 
started with $5,000 or $25,000.

Myth #4: “I can only support local 
organizations through HCCF.”
While many donors do choose to support 
local causes (and we love that!), your 
fund can also support regional or even 
national nonprofits that matter to you. The 
Foundation gives you the flexibility to make 
a difference wherever your heart leads.



Thank You 
to Our 2024
Sponsors
Henry County Memorial   
    Hospital Foundation

Prime Buchholz

Vital Computing

Red-Tail Land Conservency

ERA Integrity Real Estate

Estep Burkey Simmons

Ace Hardware

F.C. Tucker Crossroads   
    Real Estate

Edward Jones

Pro Green

Henry County Glass

REMC

Frost Framing

Parkview Family Dentistry

Myers Furniture
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•	 ONLINE AT HENRYCOUNTYCF.ORG

•	 CASH OR CHECK TO: 							     
HENRY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 			 
P.O. BOX 6006, NEW CASTLE, IN 47362

•	 AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWAL

•	 PLANNED GIVING

•	 GIFT OF GRAIN

How Can I Leave My
Mark on The History
of Henry County?

•	 IRA ROLLOVER

•	 STOCK

•	 BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR: 	 		
WWW.HENRYCOUNTYCF.ORG/				 
GIVING/SEEDS-OF-HOPE/

•	 LEARN MORE ON OUR WEBSITE: 			 
WWW.HENRYCOUNTYCF.ORG/			
GIVING/WAYS-TO-GIVE/


